Rccreating
Lgra’s red

sweater coat

from the Golclen
Compass

bﬂ 53/‘3/7 5ut/76r/anc/

sarah@parallaxknitting.com

chcorc you start:

] think there are several big issues with recreating this coat:

. ]t is imPossible to geta rea”g goocl close look at it. The Pictures online are too
small and the film itself moves around too much.

e The gam/ot}'xer materials that went into making it will be difficult to come by,
and one can’t rea”g be sure what they were. ] have read (he_re) that the coat
wasn’t even made out ifgarn, but fabric striPs, twine etc. | hisis going to be
very difficult to dup!icate because costume makers arejust better equipped.

. ] am not sure how much yarn it will take xcorgou, but ] know it will be a lot. Hj
anyone wants to do this with yarn, ] think it will take atleast Z~4~Pounc}s (1.5~
Zkg) to make it. Mine weighsjust over? Pounds finished.

Diﬁziculty

E_asg, but as this is a set of instructions rather than a Pattern you need to be

adventurous.
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Size

\/ariable

Finished measurements
\/ariable

Materials

\/ariable, hcyou are doing this with yarn foran adu]t, you need a lot oFgam.
Gaugc
\/ariable

Abbreviations

See http://www.qamstanclarcls.com/knithtml

Fattc m
Swatch:

]Fgou still feel the coat is worth Pursuing, and you think you have enough yarn, you
should make a generous swatch to make sure you can get colour and texture that
P]eascs you. T}‘ICﬂ you should work out your gauge. ] would say that you need super
bu”% or comparable different yarns held togethcr, and the gauge should be around 7~
8 sts to 4inches/10cm.

Amberfrom Nakedly Knitting; has Pointed outa good yarn to use for this coat (here),

Noro’s silk garden chunkg, color02. This is a beautiful yarn, and ] am sure that the
jackct she makes out of it will be gorgeous, but whetheritis mimicking the coat in the
(Golden Compass depends on what is the most imPortant thing about the design to
you. ]F the general colour and shaPe are most imPor‘cant then thisis a goocl subs’citute)
and you can find garter stitch coat from a book or magazine and make a very good
?acsimile, but to me the most impor’cant t!'n'ng about thisjacke’c is the texture and
colours. ] love the way the colours slightlg clash: the brown and the Purple don’t rea”g
go with the red (see here), but thcg come together to make it sing. Noro yarns are
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beau’ciful, but theg are too harmonious to make this coat the way | envision it. Tl—lc hint
omcgreen in it tones down the red (here); Purple makes the red brighter. ] also like the

effect of the areas worked in slightlg different thicknesses.

Gauge: 7sts,/ 12
rows to 4 inches /
10cm. | knit this
with between 4 and
7 strands held
’coget}wer atany
time on (5 size

15/ 10mm needles.

| like the result. The colours are slightlfj, but only slig%tlg, less lurid than the Pictures.
Flease don't feel you need to match my gauge as the instructions are acljustable for
size and gauge. A few notes on what ] found working the swatch:

. The colours work better when the added colouris either ]ighter or darker than
the main colour, having both darker and ligl’rter strands together made it look
odd.

. A119 time you want to add another colour or strand 9oujust hold it with your
group. [£'s not going to unravel as the other threads will hold it.

. When you need a thread to go through to the back, you can Poke it through
with 3our1cinger.
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Mcasurcments:
The next thing we need to do to recreate Lgra’s sweateris get the measurements for
the person the sweateris for. Here is a list of measurements that you will need to
have measurements of (a” measurements are over clothes like those you would be
wearing under the coa’c):
o bust
e arm circumference
e neckcircumference
e distance from shoulder to shoulder Grom where you want the sleeves to begin,
or to end of clavicles)
e distance from base of neck to shoulder (whcre you want the sleeves to begin,
orto end of clavicle)
e distance from ’coP of shoulder to line where underarm of sweater should be (an
inch or two under the armpit>
e distance from shoulder to knee or Pre?erred length
Here are my measurements in case you need an example or haPPen to be a women’s
medium, in which case you can knit the same pattern as me, thouglﬁ | think that takes
away some of the fun:
e bust-38inches [97cm]
e armcircumference - 12 inches [30cm]
e neckcircumference - i 3 inches [5§cm]
e distance from shoulder to shoulder - 14 inches [»6cm]
e distance from base of neck to shoulder - 5 inches [13cm]
e distance from ’coP of shoulderto line where underarm of sweater should be - 9
inches [23cm]
e distance from shoulder to knee =42 inches {lO7cm]
If you are making this coat for a person whose bcng orhips are much wider than her
bust, you will need her measurement at her widest Par‘c as we”, otherwise for most
children or People without much difference in measurement you can knit straigl'vt. |
have about a 4 inch difference between my bust and my hiPs, and | added a few

stitches after the waist.
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(Construction:

o [Tirst work out and knit the collar for the coat.

. A}Cter the co”ar, Pick up and knit stitches for the bociy of the sweater.

e | henknitdowninone Picce to the divide for the shoulders.

L Next knit the two fronts and back seParatelg to the base of the armholes at
which Poin’c, cast on some stitches for the underarms and continue knitting in
one Piece.

o [itheratthis Poin’c or at the end, Pick up and knit stitches for the sleeves and
work them straight to desired length.

e (ontinue knitting the bodg straiglnt to the desired ]cng’ch.

° T}wen attach aPProPriate closures and show our love13 creations to the world (]
am not including button holes in the pattern as the original didrmt have any, if
you want ’cl'lem, | suggest Placing YO button holes at your discretion).

Fattcrn:
Co“ar:

We are now reacly to work out and knit the collar. You will need the Fo”owing
information:

e Neck measurement (in inches or cm) = A

e Number of stitches per inch (or cm) = B

e Desired height of collar (ininches orcm) = C

Collar oPtion I:

Note: | his option is cast on and worked from side to side making a stand up collar.
E_quation: (A + 1 or2 inches (2.5 or 5cm]> X B = number of stitches to cast on
USing the long tail method, cast on the number of stitches from the equation above
and work until the collaris the desired length bind off.

Co”ar option 2:

P
Note: | his option is worked from side to side then folded double lengt!ﬂwise. This
appears to be the way the original sweater was made, but | Prchr the Previous option
for my sweater and my swatch appears to be alittle thicker and stiffer than the origina!,

so this oPtion wouldr’t have worked as well for me.
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Equation: (C X B x2) = number of stitches to cast on

USing the long tail method, cast on the number of stitches from the Prcvious equation,
work until Piece measures (A + 1 or2 inches (2.5 or §cm]>, bind off.

Where A = the total number of stitclﬁcs, C = the number of stitches for the back, and
b = the number of front stitches.

f:ronts:

F]ace the number of stitches for one oxcgour fronts onto your needle and the rest of
the stitches on holders. Work even until your Piece measures the measurement you
took of the distance from the shoulder to the line with the underarm. Repea’c for other
front.

E)ack:

F]ace the back stitches on your needle and work even as you did for the fronts. ]ggou
want to ge’c Fancy you can wori( your back slightlg longer than ’che Fronts to help it xCit
better‘

MH version:

Tota] number of stitches at the end of the 3oi<e: 7.

75/2=375

Number of stitches for the back = 37

Number of stitches for the front = 28 or i9 for each side

Fut 19 stitches at side onto a nccdle, work for 9 inches [2%cm] s’craigl'lt.
Repeat for next side.

Fut 37 stitches for back on needle and work 10 inches [25cm) straiglﬁt‘
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Slccvcs:

Your sweater should look something like this at this Point:

e —~= —

T ake the measurement of the circumference oFgour arm and add around 4 inches
[10cm] ease to it (] am adding4~ inches [10cm] to my s!ccve, when my arm over my
sleeve is 12 inches [§Ocm], add a little more hcgou are kni’cting a larger sweater or less if

you are knitting a smaller sweater).

Equation:

Measurement of arm = A

[ase=DH

Gaugc =C

Number of stitches to Pick up forsleeves =D
A+B)*C=D
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With right side of Piece Facing you, Pick up and knit the number of stitches 3oujust

worked out in the Previous step a!ong the arm rise, from right (so that gourlcirst row will

be a wrong side row).

Knit to aPProximatelg 2.5 inches (6cm] after the middle of the arm rise, turn and make
a yarn over over the right needle (3ou will knit this yarn over togcthcr with the next
stitch on the next row)‘ Knit for aPProximatclg 5 inches [1 2cm), turn working yarn over
as forlast row, work to end of Previous row, knit YO with next stitch, work 3 more
stitches, turn with yarn over as for Previous row.

(Continue with short rows, working % stitches further each row and using short row
yarn overs to close the holes until all the stitches you Piciced up are worked.

Work straight until sleeve is desired length, bind off.

Mg version:
A=12 inches [30cm]

B =4 inches [10cm]
C =1.75 sti’cchcs/ inch [0.7 stitches/ cm)
(I 2 inches [30cm] + 4 inches [IOcm]) x1.75 stitchcs/ inch {0.7 s’citchcs/ cm) = D
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16 inches [40cm] x 1.75 sti’cches/ inch {0.7 S’CitC]"ICS/ cm) = 28 sts
Fick up and knit 28 sts.
Ki 8, turn, yo, l<8, turn, yo, ki I, turn, yo ...

L ¥

Woric until all stitches are Picked up, work until sleeves are desired length.

Cast on stitches at underarms and work body of sweater:

The sleeves are comP]ctcd and it is now time to put the live stitches from the bodg
back on your needles and cast on some stitches for the underarms. The first thing
you need to do is measure how large your sweater is without casting on for underarms.
This means you should measure your two front halves and the back. These numbers

combined are how !argc the sweater is now.

Next, you will need to work out how big it should be. ] made mine with about & inches
[15cm] ease. This is because ] want the sweater to draPc like a coat, and coats tend
to be biggerj and because the fabric is so thick the inside will be smaller than the

outside. (thank you Elizabeth /immerman). ]Fgour sweateris much sma”crJ i.e. child’s
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size, you may want to have slightlg less ease (4-5 inches [10-12cm], but thatis up to
you.

Subtract how big your sweater is from how Eig you want it to be, this will give you how
much you need to cast on for. Divicle this amount bg two for each underarm and
multiply it my your gauge, this will give you the number of stitches to cast on under
each arm. Fut all the live stitches onto a long needle ( think you will need a long
circular needle for this), which will fold the sleeves in half. ]Fgou find that you didnt
end one end in the right direction and you will not start your garter stitch on the same

(right side or wrong, side) row, work one row to make it even.

Starting at the }Degirming of the row of the stitches you have on your needle, work to
the first sleeve, cast on the number of stitches you worked out in the Previous step;
repeat forthe second underarm. You will now have enough stitches on your needle for

the complete bocl3 of the sweater.

At this Point you can decide to work straiglnt until the end of the garment, in which
case, you can bid farewell to my instructions, such as ’cheg are. Just ‘(eep going until
you are happy, bind off, sew on your Premcerrecl method of closure, sew the sleeve
seams, wash the sweater (hcgou are using old stash yarn and your sweater smells a little

Fusty}, }Dlock/clrg it, and erjoy.

Mg version:

Mg sweater without casting on at underarms is as follows:

(1 1 inches [28cm] X2 ]Cronts) + 2% inches [5 8cm) =45 inches [I 14cm)

[f you think back to the measurement stage, my bust with clothes is 38 inches [97cm]
45 inches [1 14cm] - (38 inches [97cm] + & inches [15cm]) = -1 inch [-2cm]

M3 sweater turned out to be big enough a]readg, 50 ] wi”just start knitting the ]Z)Od!j)
but iFgou need any added under the arms, follow those directions here.

] found that sewing the sleeve seams made the knitting easier, so ] did that now, but
that is a matter of PreFerence. lfyou added stitches under the arms, sew the
beginnings of the sleeves to the underarm stitches, then sew the rest of the sleeve

seam straight
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Finishing
Attach the front Fastening O)Cgour choice. ] crocheted buttons and Frogs) i{:gou want

to make them like mine, lease see the tutorial here:
P

ht’cp://pa ra”axknit’cing.com/ZOOS/O‘%/’cutorial~croc}1€t~buttons/.

Wash and block your coat, esPccia”y hcgou used old hand me down yarn like ] did, as

tl'xc coat was mustg.

Done.

About the c]csigncr

Sarah loves the movies and has created a whole category of movie that she !ikesjust
because of the costumes. Thc Go!clcn ComPass did not actua”g fall into this

category, bu € costumes were apsolute ransporting.
tegory, but the cost bsolutely transporting
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